
   Highland Avenue  
United Methodist Church 

1st Sunday of  Advent 
November 30, 2025 

  9:30 a.m. 
 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Prelude  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Joy 
 Advent Prayer 
 “Light the Advent Candle”   TFWS # 2090  (vs. 1) 
  
The Call to Worship: (By BJ Beu, adapted) 
  Wait for the Lord: God is coming to save us. 

The eyes of the spiritually blind will be opened, and our ears will hear. 

 Wait for the Lord: Christ is coming to heal us. 

The spiritually exhausted will leap like a deer, and our tongues will shout 

  for joy. 

 Wait for the Lord: The Spirit is coming to renew our souls. 

All things will be made new. 

 Come! Let us worship. 

*The Opening Hymn: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  UMH #206 
    
Opening Prayer   (By BJ Beu, adapted) 

      As the days darken and the winter winds blow, come to us, Promised 
One, in our time of waiting. Keep the vision of your salvation before our 

eyes, where we may all see, hear, and leap for joy as the lowly are lifted 
up. Shine the light of your healing love into the darkness of our land, that 

all may see your glory and know that salvation is at hand. Live in and 
through us during this Advent season, that we might be messengers of 
your grace and instruments of your peace. Amen. 

Hanging of the Greens:  (While the children are decorating the Christmas tree, the 
 congregation will sing “O Christmas Tree” and “Deck the Halls”- insert) 

   
LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
 

The Scripture Lessons:  Isaiah 35: 1-10                  Luke 1: 46-55  
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People of the Middle 

East 
The Military 
Border Concerns 
People of Ukraine 
Victims of Violence 
Victims of Natural         

Disasters  

The Message: “Mary’s Joy” 
 

Meditation in  Music  “Greensleeves” 
 

A Time of Prayer   

 Celebrations and Concerns  
  Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895    

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

The Offering 

 *Doxology    UMH # 95  
 *The Prayer of Dedication  (insert) 

 
*The Closing Hymn:  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”   UMH # 196 
 

Benediction 

Announcements  and Prayer 

Postlude  “Glory in the Highest” 
 

Please  pray for:  
Our Thoughts 

and Prayers are 

with you 


