
   Highland Avenue  
United Methodist Church 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 20,  2025 
  9:30 a.m. 

 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 
Words of Welcome 
 

The Prelude 
 

The Call to Worship  (Ministry Matters) 
 

 L: We gather this day from a week filled with needs and demands. 

P: We come to find renewal of our spirits. 

L: May our hearts be opened in love to hear the voice of God. 

P: We want to quietly rest in God’s presence, free from the clamor of the 

  world. 

L: And here is the place where we can relax, take a deep breath and feel the 

  healing, soothing power of God's love and say: “This is indeed the day 

  that the Lord has made”. 

P: “Let us rejoice and be glad in it”. 
  

*The Opening Hymn: “Near to the Heart of God”    UMH #472   
 
Unison Prayer  (Faith and Worship) 
 

Dear and Holy God, in the meeting of our lives, please be the focus of all 

that we are. Be the awesome and joyous presence in our worship to 

which we sing our hymns, offer our prayers, read Your Word and hear 

the preaching of that Word. 

Speak to us, encourage us, forgive us and lift us up. In the meeting of our 

lives, Lord, be the focus of all that we are. Amen. 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 

The Scripture Lessons:     Colossians 1: 15-23      New Testament pg. 271 
          Luke 10: 38-42             New Testament pg. 97 
      
The Message: “Becoming Unencumbered” 

Meditation in Music: “Down In the River to Pray”  Kathy Patrick and  

            Ralph Cheney 



 

 
 
 
 

Harold Aziz 
Trisha Aziz 
Geneva and Norman 

Beckwith 
Lillian Blais 
Michael Breed 
Rick Breed 
Kendal Buck 
Gretchen  Clark 
Karen Crommett 
Donna & Mike                 

DiTaranto 
 

 
 
Gail– Lynda 

Moreshead’s         
sister-in-law 

Lynn Gerard 
Carolyn Goggin 
Kay Gregory 
Judy Harriman and 

family 
Tracie James 
Linda Jamison 
Vicky Kelley 
Michael LaPlante 
Ann LeClair 
Gerry Leeman 
Cathy &Mark           
 Leonard 
Lois, sister-in-law of 
 Pat O’Connor 

 
 

Jerry Lucas 
Steve McNelly 
Herb Moreshead 
Dennis O’Driscoll 
Linda Pare 
Carla Parsons  
Family of David  

Peabody 
Peggy  Philips 
Jessie Powell 
Judy Quintal 
Cheryl Ramsay 
Alton Ranks 
Cody Russell 
Sicky (Alfred)         

Seymour 
Sullivan Smith 
 

Randy and Lisa 
Thibeau 

Samantha Dunn   
Walker  

Jane Weir 
Bev Williams and Lori  
       Williams  Pelletier 
Irene Wise 
 
 
 
People of Texas 
People of the Middle 

East 
The Military 
Border Concerns 
People of Ukraine 
Victims of Violence 
Victims of Natural         

Disasters  

A Time of Prayer   
 

 Celebrations and Concerns  
 Silent Prayer 

 Pastoral Prayer 
        The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895       

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

The Offering 
 

 *Doxology   UMH # 95 
 

 *The Prayer of Dedication  
 

We are blessed by the wealth of love, of wisdom, and spiritual peace 

which You so freely give. Help us to truly receive these gifts and 

treasure them. Please take what we offer this day in this place. Use it 

in ways which we may not even know about, to bless others and    

further advance Your kingdom of love.  Amen. 

*The Closing Hymn:   “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” UMH #133   

Benediction 

Announcements 

Postlude “Go Forth In Peace”  Composer: Ralph Cheney   Lyrics: Sandy Nisbet 

Please  pray for:  


