
 Highland Avenue  
United Methodist Church 

Season of Easter 
May 3, 2026 

 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 
 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Prelude: “Joy Unceasing and Infinite Joy”   
 

The Call to Worship:  (from Ministry Matters, adapted) 

      Make a joyful noise to the Lord. 
We worship God with gladness. 

Come into God’s presence with singing. 

We are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture. 

Give thanks to the Lord; bless God’s holy name, 

We bless your name, O Lord, for your steadfast love is present now and 

endures forever. 
 

*The Opening Hymn: “The Lord’s My Shepherd and I’ll Not Want”  
            UMH #136 

Opening Prayer:  
 

Shepherding God, bring us into your fold. Lead us beside still waters 

and restore our souls.  Help us see the way we should go, the way we 

should live. Help us hear your voice calling our name. Enliven this time 

of worship, that we may find true life as we join with others: praising 

your name, celebrating your great goodness, and sharing your love for 

all people. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

Congregation’s Choice 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

The Scripture Lesson:  John 10:1-5,10-16        New International Version 
         

A Time for Children:  
 

The Message:   “The Sheep and the Shepherd”                                                   
   followed by unison reading of Psalm 23 New Testament pg.607 

Meditation in Music:  “Come to the Table”  Words and Music by Ralph Cheney 
 

 Sacrament of Holy Communion (insert) 

                (Continued on the back) 
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People of the Middle 

East 
The Military 
Border Concerns 
People of Ukraine 
Victims of Violence 
Victims of Natural         

Disasters  
Kairos Prison Ministry 

A Time of Prayer   

 Celebrations and Concerns   
 Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

The Offering 

 *Doxology    UMH # 95  
 *The Prayer of Dedication (insert) 
 
I 

*The Closing Hymn: “God Will Take Care of You”   UMH #130 
 

 

Benediction,  

 
 

 

Announcements  and Prayer 
 

The Postlude:  “Shalom”  

 

 

Please  pray for:  


