
 Highland Avenue  
United Methodist Church 

Easter Sunday 
April 5, 2026 

 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 
 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Prelude: “Come and Gather In”  composer: Ralph Cheney   
  
The Call to Worship:  (By Mary Scifres)  
 

Look, life is here, 

 Even when the tomb is empty. 

Listen, love is calling, 

 Even when death is all around. 

Believe, for hope reigns victorious; 

 This is the gift of resurrection. 

This is the miracle of Easter. 

 Hallelujah! Amen. 
 

*The Opening Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”    UMH #302  vs. 1-4 
 
 

Opening Prayer:  (By Mary Scifres)  
Risen Christ, rise in our hearts with faith. Raise our voices in praise 

and lift our eyes to the hills of hope. Reveal to us your presence. Raise 

us up to new life, even as you were risen, that we may proclaim to the 

world: “Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!” 
 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

The Scripture Lessons:  John 20: 1-18       Acts 10: 34-43 

         

A Time for Children: “Planting Seeds” 
 

The Message: “Who Will Testify” 
 

Celebration of Membership:  Nicholas McMillan  (insert) 
 

Meditation in Music:  “Song of the Resurrection”  Composer: Ralph Cheney  
            Lyrics: Sandy Nisbet 
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People of the Middle 

East 
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A Time of Prayer   

 Celebrations and Concerns  
  Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895  
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion (insert) 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
The Offering 

 *Doxology    UMH # 95  
 *The Prayer of Dedication (insert) 
*The Closing Hymn: “He Lives”   UMH #310 
 

 

Benediction,  

 

Announcements  and Prayer 

The Postlude:  “Resurrection”  

Please  pray for:  


