
 Highland Avenue  
United Methodist Church 

4th Sunday of Lent 
March 15, 2026 

 9:30 a.m. 
 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 
 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Prelude: “The Healing Balm of Prayer”   
  
The Call to Worship:   (By Mary Scifres) 
 

 Come into the light of God. 
 Christ’s brightness will guide our way. 
Come into the wisdom of God. 
 The Spirit’s insight will reveal new truths. 
Come into the praise of God. 
 Worship opens new doors in our hearts. 

 

*The Opening Hymn: “He Leadeth Me”    UMH #128 
 
 

Opening Prayer  (By Mary Scifres) 
Shepherd of love, guide our steps, open the eyes of our hearts, and fling 
wide the doors of our minds to perceive as you perceive. Open our lives 
to love as you love. Open our world to become the world you envision for 
your creation. In the light of your love, we pray. Amen. 

Congregation’s Choice:  (Please choose a favorite hymn) 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

The Scripture Lessons:  Psalm 23 Ephesians 5: 8-14 
        
 

A Time for Children: “Darkness & Light” 
 

The Message: “Fill Your Heart With Love” 
 

Meditation in Music:  “Fisher of Men” 
MM       

A Time of Prayer   

 Celebrations and Concerns  
  Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895  
 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

        (Continued on the back) 
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The Offering 

 *Doxology    UMH # 95  
 *The Prayer of Dedication  (By Mary Scifres) 
 

All-seeing God, you see the gifts we have given and the offering we 

are  giving: our treasure and our time, our service and our lives. 

Help us perceive the value of your gifts and the ways our generous 

sharing brings your realm more closely to this earth. Bless our lives 

and our gifts that they might become points of light to bring all of 
creation closer to you and to your love.  Amen. 

 

*The Closing Hymn: “Thy Word Is a Lamp”   UMH #601 
 
 

Benediction,  

 

Announcements  and Prayer 
 

Postlude:  “Irish Blessing” 
 

Please  pray for:  
Our Thoughts 

and Prayers are 

with you 


