
 Highland Avenue  
United Methodist Church 

1st Sunday of Lent 
February 22, 2026 

 9:30 a.m. 
 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 
 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Prelude :  “Come and Gather In”  Composer: Ralph Cheney 
  
The Call to Worship:   (By B. J. Beu) 
  

God calls us to set out in faith. 

 The love of God leads us home. 

Christ blesses us that we might bless others. 

 The blessings of Christ heal our world. 

The Holy Spirit strengthens us for the journey. 

 The power of the Spirit sustains and supports us. 

The One who made heaven and earth meets us here. 

 

*The Opening Hymn: “Gather Us In”   TFWS# 2236 
 
 

Opening Prayer (By B. J. Beu) 

Lord of light and love, your Spirit enlivens our spirits, even as your           

kingdom draws us to you. May we be born from above, that our souls 

might ascend to your realm and taste the joy of eternal life in your name. 

For you sent your Son into our world not to condemn the world, but that 
all who enter into his light might have life and have it abundantly. Amen. 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 

The Scripture Lessons:      Psalm 121              John 3: 1-17    
         
 

A Time for Children: “What Does Love Look Like?” 
 

The Message: “A Place in the Story” 

Meditation in Music : “Over My Head”   
      
A Time of Prayer   

 Celebrations and Concerns  
  Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895                               
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
:   

The Offering 

 *Doxology    UMH # 95  
 *The Prayer of Dedication (By B. J. Beu) 

Gracious God, just as you blessed the saints of old when they           

ventured forth in faith, so now bless us in our living and in our            

giving. Transform our gifts and offerings into blessings for a weak 
and weary world, that all my touch your great love. Amen. 

 

*The Closing Hymn: “I Love to Tell the Story”   UMH # 156 
 

Benediction,  

Announcements  and Prayer 
 

Postlude: “Sent Out in Jesus’ Name”   
 

Please  pray for:  
Our Thoughts 

and Prayers are 

with you 


