
 Highland Avenue  
United Methodist Church 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

January 18, 2026 
 9:30 a.m. 

GATHERING TO PRAISE GOD 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

The Prelude : “Do You Hear What I Hear?”  
  

The Call to Worship:     

Lord, we come to you today as children: 
In wonder and amazement, still reeling from the joy of Christmas. 
Lord, we come to you today as children: 
Full of questions and curiosity, a desire to learn and to know. 
Lord, we come to you today as children: 
Safe and secure in Your love. 
Lord, we come to you today as children: 
Knowing that we will grow in holiness and love. 
As children of God, 
Let us worship our God, our Divine Parent. Amen. 

*The Opening Hymn: “Do You Hear What I Hear?”   (insert) 
 

Opening Prayer   

Gracious and Loving God, 
We gather as one body, giving thanks for the life and example of Your 
Son, Jesus. Like Him, may we grow in wisdom, in strength, and in favor 
with You and with one another. Teach us to seek Your presence                    
earnestly, as Jesus sought the temple,  and to treasure Your Word in our 
hearts as Mary did. When we do not understand Your ways, grant us 
patience and trust. When we are called to follow, give us courage and 
joy. Unite us in love, guide us in truth, and shape us into a people who 
reflect Your light in the world. In the name of Jesus, our Teacher and 
Lord, we pray. Amen. 

 

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

The Scripture Lessons:      Luke 2: 40-52    New Testament pg. 80   
        

A Time for Children  

The Message: “Oh! Those Formative Years” 

Meditation in  Music  “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening”   

  Composer: Ralph Cheney based on the Robert Frost Poem 
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A Time of Prayer   

 Celebrations and Concerns  
  Silent Prayer and Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer UMH # 895    

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
:   

The Offering 

 *Doxology    UMH # 95  
 *The Prayer of Dedication  (insert) 

 

*The Closing Hymn: “He Lives”   UMH # 310 
 

Benediction,  

Announcements  and Prayer 

Postlude: “Song of Hope”   

Please  pray for:  
Our Thoughts 

and Prayers are 

with you 


