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What Is Love?

Pastor Mauren Juliao

GOD’S
LOVE

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 13.1-8

'If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not
have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. *And if I
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing. °If I give away all my
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,
but do not have love, I gain nothing. *Love is patient; love is
kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant >or rude'. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ‘it
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. "It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things. °Love never ends. (NRSV)

In our February Second Saturday Soup & Sharing we talked
about LOVE. Although love doesn’t fit into a single definition, we
can identify some of its characteristics and, more importantly, its
expressions.

We can also recognize what love is not: loving is not agreeing
with everything; loving is not even liking — we can dislike some of
someone’s characteristics or behaviors and still love them. Loving
is not doing everything the other person wants but acting with the
other person’s well-being in mind. Love is not permissiveness, but
understanding, forgiveness, acceptance, and a desire to walk
together and grow together.

The apostle Paul shows us various characteristics or
manifestations of genuine love, that which has its source in God’s
love. We have to recognize that

Please see LOVE, page 9
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Happy Birthday to:

Dwight Littlefield
Ralph Cheney

Andrew Lufkin
Lennon Danforth Curtis
Ruth Merriam
Matthew Riley Curtis
Nicolas Robert Sinclair
Tori Beth MacDougall
Brad Sparrow

Nina Dennis

Bradley Moore

27 Cindy Choi

Lee-Anne Chadbourne
Mary Cooper
Kay Ericson
Lydia Szakas
Hadley Pracher
Lauren Greenleaf
Doug Peabody
Joshua Nickless
Wes Littlefield
Sullivan Birch
Anderson
Mariah Damon
Wyatt Rush

Alicia Hicks
Joan Anastasio

Kitty Cogley

Catherine Greenleaf
Kathleen Decker Szakas
James Beckwith

Brian Michael Dunn
Judy Meserve

Lindsey Elise Greenleaf
Barb Gipson

Rick Danforth

Morgan Rush

Becky Hicks

Wishing a Happy Anniversary to:

Celebrating

Kim and Matthew Backus - Apr. 15

Congratulations Trevor and Chelsea!

Trevor Backus, son of Matt and
Kim Backus and grandson of
Lynda and Herb Moreshead,
has announced his engagement
to Chelsea Crocket. They are
both teachers. A summer
wedding is planned at Kim and
Matt’s home.

Congratulations and God’s blessings,
Trevor and Chelsea.

Tour de France Anyone?

Keven Lee sports his
new Tour de France
shirt given to him by
M Dick Merriam.
Dick’s headline to
me when he sent the
picture was “Kevin is
M 2 winner of un étage

ll de la Tour de
France”.

Thanks to Joan

Anastasio for taking
the picture.
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It Takes A Village Y

Vicki Record

There used to be a saying when I was raising my children — “It takes a village to raise a child”. I think we
could say the same about the Cooperative Parish. The September — November 2023 issue of the Highlander
News included the structure of the new Parish. We were just beginning to see what was involved in the
make-up of the River Churches Cooperative Parish. More than seven months later, we now have a clearer
(although not complete) picture of how things work. There is definitely a “village” working behind the scenes
to achieve the six characteristics that Pastor Angela mentioned in her message: mutual help, trust, love, hope,
selflessness, and grace. And you are part of that “village”. The following is an attempt to share with you

some of the work that is being done.

THE PARISH COUNCIL

Each church in the parish has two members
that serve on the Parish Council — usually the Lay
Leader and the Staff/Parish Relations Chair. Since
those positions were shared by the same person,
Patsy Tessier, we needed to choose another person
to serve. Pat McKee was asked if she would
consider it and she graciously agreed. The
Administrative Council approved this choice.

The commitment that the members of this
Council have undertaken is huge. “This team
makes decisions related to the life of the whole
Parish. This includes but is not limited to:
visioning; implementing a shared program of
nurture, outreach, and witness; and financial
decisions related to the Parish treasury including
creating a parish budget and authorizing its audit
annually.” They also meet monthly (on Zoom)
with a coach who is helping them learn about the
ins and outs of running a Parish. You can think of
this as an Administrative Council for the whole
Parish.

PARISH PASTOR/PARISH
RELATIONS COMMITTEE

This permanent committee is made up of Staft/
Parish Relations Committee Chairs and Lay
Leaders from each local church. Again, since
Patsy held both positions, Pat McKee has been
filling in. This may change when a new Staff/
Parish Relations Chair is elected. “The PPRC
handles all matters related to the pastors and the
needs of the cooperative parish ministry as a
whole.”

THE VISIONING TEAM

Each church has a visioning team. “The team
will be the conduit through which information
reaches the local congregation and local church
leadership. They will offer constructive feedback
about what is working and what isn't. In this way,
they will help the Council shape the structure,
design, vision, and ministry of the River Churches
Cooperative Parish.” Highland Avenue’s visioning
team consists of Kitty Cogley, Gail-Ellen Kelly,
Sandy Nisbet and Vicki Record. We meet
monthly with Pat and Patsy to discuss what is
happening and how things are going. This is a
work in progress. We are working on putting a
bulletin board in the sanctuary that would include
happenings in and around the Parish. In order for
us to work effectively, we need input from you.
If you have questions or concerns, any of us
would be glad to discuss them with
you and will share them with the
Council representatives. 3
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THE COORDINATING TEAM

“Their role is to coordinate events and
worship schedules among all six churches. They
are tasked with creating opportunities for shared
events and... communicating needs and concerns
back to their local congregation.” Vicki Record
and Sharon Wogaman were chosen to represent
Highland Avenue at the meetings for the 2024
year. We had our first meeting of the year on
February 11.

Worship topics included Holy Week worship:
a Palm Sunday Cantata at Green Street (more
information on page 8), a possible Easter Egg
Hunt, etc. on Holy Saturday, Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday services and Easter Sunrise and
regular Worship. Randolph and Highland Avenue
will be sharing the Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday services. We are in the process of planning
these services. More details will be available
later. Pastor Mauren will be leading our regular
service of worship on Easter Sunday. We will
continue to be part of the GAMA Sunrise service.
Pentecost was also mentioned, and Pastor Angela
suggested celebrating with a birthday cake since
it’s the “birthday” of the church.

Other events discussed were the Second
Saturday Soup and Sharing and Vacation Bible
School at one or two of the churches. The details
of the Vacation Bible School will be discussed at
the next meeting.

We also discussed missions that the churches
are involved in. One idea involves the possibility
of helping New Mainers. The next meeting will be
May 5; if you have ideas or events, etc. that you
would like to share with the parish, please let
Vicki or Sharon know.

Members of Highland Avenue
and Randolph have been
gathering each quarter to plan
how to fill the pulpit on the
Sundays when the pastors are
not available. The pastors let us know the Sundays
they will preach, and we are tasked with finding
people who will help us with the remaining
Sundays. Diann Bailey, Kathy Patrick, and Tyler
Trott from Randolph, and Vicki Record and Patsy
Tessier from Highland Avenue and Ralph Cheney
representing both churches have been meeting to

do this.

A list of lay servants and retired pastors around
the district was made available to us. Some of them
are from the River Churches and some come from
other areas. We have been trying to coordinate so
that the same lay servant/pastor will do both
churches. Many have been agreeable to do both,
although occasionally they prefer to do only one
church. On those occasions, we agreed to combine
the two congregations — sometimes at Highland
Avenue and sometimes at Randolph. Some do not
ask for an honorarium (payment) and some do,
especially if they have to travel from away. Ralph
Cheney has also arranged to do Music Sundays for
us (THANK YOU, RALPH!).

If any of you would like to share a message
with us some Sunday, please let us know. We
have been thankful to Patsy Tessier, Pat McKee,
Lynn Gerard, Cindy Malcolm, and Kathy Patrick
from Randolph who have done so already. If you
don’t feel comfortable planning the whole service,
we can help with that.
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PARISH VISION PRAY-ERS

We decided that we would ask the whole
congregation to take on this role rather than specific
members. We appreciate the prayers of all of you to
help us work together to help the River Churches
Parish succeed.

4
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Caring Team Ministries o

The Caring Team

Sandy Nisbet

The Caring Team would like to remind you that
we are continuing our visits to various facilities that
house church members. Recently we visited Joan
Cummings at the Pierce house in Farmington and
after we sang, we snapped a group picture of all who
attended and Joan gave us a tour of the building. We
also sang at the Gray Birch Home in Augusta and
will be there on the first Monday of every month
this year. Unfortunately Jean Knox, who had been a
resident there for many years passed away in
January. She was the church member who was our
focus at Gray Birch, but we will continue to sing
there because we have made new friends who are
counting upon our visits to cheer them up.

On the second Tuesday of every month this
coming year we will be visiting Sandy Hickey at the
Alzheimer’s Care Center in Gardiner. Her husband
Russ is often there visiting her at that time as well.
We had fun with the kazoos that Patti Martin bought
for everyone and we are making many friends there
as the months roll by. We were saddened to hear
recently that Flo Rost had passed away. We had
visited her last summer at Woodlands of Cape
Elizabeth. Her memorial service is slated for
February 17 at HAUMC.

On the second Sunday of every month we sing
at Woodlands of Hallowell where Vicki Record’s

mother resides. We have also discovered that a couple
that used to attend HAUMC on occasion, Wimpy and
Kay Goodwin, are residents there as well, so we have
nice chats with them. Each time we go to these facili-
ties we make more friends who appreciate our visits.

If any other members of the church would like to
join us in our visits we welcome you. Get in touch with
Sandy Nisbet if you have any ideas regarding people or
places who might enjoy having us sing to them. May
God continue to bless our visiting ministry.




Highlander News

News (and Thanks)
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From Chrysalis Place
In an all-volunteer organization that depends

completely on donations and grants, support from
community members and organizations is absolutely
crucial! Chrysalis Place seems to have that type of
support and HAUMC is definitely a leader in that
support effort. I can not find all the necessary and
appropriate words to express our continuing
gratitude for your prayers, food items and financial
assistance. Please understand that your generosity
does substantially help to feed our friends and
neighbors in the 6 towns that we serve!! Your
donations are sincerely appreciated by our
organization and the clients whom we serve. There
1s a constant stream of gratitude from those clients to
those who are helping them in their struggle against
food insecurity - they voice their genuine thanks
when they pick up their food or when we deliver to
them. We all feel God’s blessings because of your
gifts - time, food or money. From the bottom of our
hearts - Thank you!

In order to help folks realize how great the need
is and how many resources we have used to help fill
that need, I have compiled some statistics. Some of
these are only for 6 months because we are modifying
the way we record information but I think it is a start
in informing folks about both the need and the
resources. These numbers are all taken from records
for 2023. During that year Chrysalis Place prepared
1831 regular food orders, 91 Picnic Baskets ( a food
order to help bridge the time between school free
lunch ending and summer lunch programs starting)
and 114 Christmas Dinner Baskets. The average
household receiving those orders and baskets had 4
members. That’s a lot of people!! We spent
$80,027.69 in order to purchase food for those
orders. That’s a lot of money!! All that money was
donated or received from grants. In the last 6 months
we received 73, 584 pounds of food that was donated
by businesses, groups, (organizations) and
individuals. That’s a lot of food!! In addition to the
donations of food and money for food, we received

Continued on page 7
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Camp brochures are now available. If
you would like to know more about the
camp, you can visit their website:

https://www.mechuwana.org/

If you have questions, speak to Kay Gregory.

Caring Team Mission Projects

Each month, the Caring Team selects a mission
for the church: The following are planned through
May:

e February — Gardiner Area High School
Pantry monetary donations

e March — Chrysalis Place monetary
donations

e April - Community Supper donation

e May — Camp Mechuwana monetary
donations

If you know of anyone who has been ill that would
like a Chicken Pie Dinner, please let one of the
Caring Team know.

i UNITED METHODIST
United

e MEN

+¢* United Methodist Women: The United
Women in Faith (former UMW) will meet on
March 20 at 6:30 pm. Kay Gregory and Sandy
Batten have served their terms as President and
Vice President and are stepping down. At this
point, no one has stepped forward to take over.
If you would be willing to do this, please let
one of them know. If no one steps forward, a
decision will be made regarding the future of
the group at this meeting.

+¢* United Methodist Men: The next meeting will
be March 23. at 8am. Please let Phil Garwood
know if you plan to attend. 6
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Music Sunday
MUS[C On Sunday, February 25,
‘ J

we will join Randolph UMC
CS WW@/ for Music Sunday at 11:00
am (at Randolph). Ralph
4-\  Cheney has organized
] =~ another special time for us
so don’t miss out. We will

attempt to do a zoom worship, although it will not
include the usual PowerPoint.

[Just a reminder that when we join Randolph or
any other church, it’s important to continue to share
your gifts of offering with your church. Thanks for
your help in meeting our regular expenses. |

Worship Leaders for

March and April

The following lay speakers and clergy will lead
our services of worship for March and April:

March 3:  Chris Meyer Asche (New Mainers)
March 10: Patsy Tessier

March 17: Rev. Angela Rotherham

March 24: (Palm Sunday) Rev. Desmond Parker
March 31: (Easter) Pastor Mauren Julido

April 7: Rev. Angela Rotherham

April 14:  Kathy Patrick

April 21:  Wes Palmer

April 28:  Rev. John Cheney

Please join us and welcome them to our church.

Would You Like to Be a Lay Reader?

If you would like to help by being a lay
reader on occasion, please speak to Vicki Record.
There are still openings for March 3, 10, and 17 and
April 7, 14, and 21. You receive the information
early in the week so you can review it. This is an
important part of our service. Please consider being
a part of this ministry.

February-April, 2024

Capital Area New Mainers Project

On March 3, Chris Myers Asch of the
Capital Area New Mainers Project will
be delivering the message for us. A
slide show will be presented as part of
his message. A free will offering for
the project will be taken.

g
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NEW S oNERS

Chrysalis Place

Continued from page 6

substantial support from individuals and
organizations when we had to replace our truck.

In an article in the Washington Post based on
information in the Consumer Price Index it was
stated that the cost of food has increased 25% since
2021. The fact that we were able to assist the number
of people that we did with the expense of a new
truck and the increase of food prices serves as an
indication that we are being supported by a
community of committed members who sincerely
wish to help their friends and neighbors. The
unfortunate part of this is that we are constantly in
need of help in order to fulfill our mission! Almost
as soon as food enters the building, we give it
away! And that means we need to have more!
Considering the numbers that we have served (and
the increase in that number), the increase in food
costs and unexpected costs that are certain to arise
( repairs, replacement), we are almost definitely
going to need to call upon you for continued
support. We are truly blessed to be part of a series of
communities who are generous and committed. As
we all work together we will move
closer to the goal of helping our
friends and neighbors avoid food
insecurity. Thank you for the role
you play in this effort- it is essential!

Sincerely,
Bev. Fernald Laplante
Chairperson-Chrysalis Place 7
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The Lenten Journey

What Is Lent?

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting
Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends
on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon
word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers to the
lengthening days of spring. The forty days represents
the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the
temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his
ministry.

Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and
preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of
self-examination and reflection. In the early church,
Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for
baptism by new converts and then became a time of
penance by all Christians. Today, Christians focus on
relationship with God, growing as disciples and
extending ourselves, often choosing to give up some-
thing or to volunteer and give of ourselves for others.

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days
because each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter."
This is why you will see the designation "Sunday in
Lent" rather than "Sunday of Lent" in the naming of
these Sundays. On each Lord's Day in Lent, while
Lenten fasts continue, the reverent spirit of Lent is
tempered with joyful anticipation of the
Resurrection.

What is Lent and why does it last forty days?

(umc.org)

Lenten Devotionals

There are copies of the Lenten Devotional at the
church. Feel free to take one for your personal time
of devotion.

February-April, 2024

Easter Flowers

If you plan to bring an Easter
flower in for the altar on Easter
Sunday, and would like it to be
in memory or celebration of a
loved one, please give Vicki
Record the name(s) and your
name as you would like it listed
on the Easter Memorial Flower
List. Please indicate whether it
is in memory of or in
celebration of the loved one.

Please give to Vicki by March 27.
vickirecord@gmail.com 582-3584

A Service of Lessons
and Carols Celebrating
the Life of Christ

Palm Sunday
March 24
2pm

Parish Cantata

A Parish-wide cantata —“Testimony of Life”-
will be offered at Green Street UMC in Augusta,
March 24 at 2 pm. Many thanks to Sue Pattershall
of Green Street for organizing the event and to all
the musicians who will be part of it.

The cantata was arranged by Joseph M Martin.
It shares scripture, prayer, narrations, choral
anthems and congregational hymns that celebrate
the life of Christ with an emphasis on His ministry,
death and resurrection.

It promises to be a wonderful experience.
Mark your calendars and plan to attend.

8
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Love
Continued from page 1

not all of them are easy to experience or
demonstrate, but they do serve to instruct and
inspire us.

Paul warns us that nothing we do will be worth
anything if we don’t have love in us. This means
more than putting love into what we do, it means
understanding that loving is the priority in life -
loving God above all things and our neighbor as
ourselves, as Jesus reinforced.

Looking at Paul’s description of love and
relating it to the teachings of Jesus and the
definitions of love we have in our dictionaries, we
can say that, from a Christian point of view, among
other things, to love is:

¢ Desiring the well-being of the other person
and doing what we can to make it happen.

j( i 2

February-April, 2024

Overcoming differences of opinion and
behavior and choosing to walk together
despite these differences.

Showing interest in the person through
concrete actions and showing solidarity in
difficulties and joys.

Considering other people’s interests
(Philippians 2.3-4) and treating them as we
would like to be treated (Matthew 7.12).
Not being jealous, possessive, envious, or
rude.

Being patient and not easily irritated - this
can mean being willing to always forgive
and, when necessary, being willing to "walk
the second mile" with the person despite
any difficulties.

Believing, hoping for good things, and
enduring difficulties.

Continued on page 11

\’r ’*f“‘*u

Pastor Mauren and members of the River Churches gather for Soup
and Sharing at Highland Avenue on February 10.
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers

Our community of faith is saddened by the loss
of three of our dear saints:

Alana Lufkin, who passed away
on November 24. Alana grew
up in the church and attended

| Sunday School regularly. She
faced many health challenges
but always faced them with
strength, courage, and a smile.
Our thoughts and prayers are
with her parents, Ken and Donna Lufkin, siblings,
Andrew, Jeremy and Shianne, and Ken and Donna’s
ward, Dawn, grandmother, Bea Hicks, her aunts and
uncles, Becky, Mike, and Rob and their extended
families.

Jean Knox, who passed away
on January 10, 2024. Jean had
been living at Gray Birch since
October of 2013. She had
been a member of the United
Methodist Women. She was a
soprano in the choir and sang
duets with her husband Randy
on Music Sundays. She loved
word search puzzles, enjoyed attending the Secret
Pal Teas, and listening to Sandy Nisbet sing at Gray
Birth. Our thoughts go out to her family.

With Our Sympathies

Our hearts go out to those in our
church family who have lost loved
ones in recent months. We hope that
you can find comfort in knowing that
they are now with our Lord and

Savior and at peace.

February-April, 2024
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Florence (Flo) Rost, who passed

= away January 25, 2024 at Cape

; Memory Care in Cape Elizabeth.
Flo had been an active member of
Highland Avenue, including serving
as president of the United Methodist
Women and helping set up the
library area outside our sanctuary
when the Education Wing was built. She will
always be remembered for her strength, generosity,
and sense of humor, not to mention her delicious
cooking. A Memorial and Celebration of her life
was held in our sanctuary on February 17. Our
prayers are with her stepchildren Lars Rost Shelley
and Lisa Haugen as well as her six step
grandchildren, her niece and nephew and extended
family and friends.
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Those we love remain with us
: for love itself lives.on,
e and cherished memories
: never fade i
because a loved one’s gone.
Those we love can never be |
more than a thought apart, |
for as long as there is memory, -
they’ll live on in the heart.

e
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-Anonymous

10



Highlander News

In Our Prayers
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o Keqdal Buck
Dwight Cooper

Mary Cooper

Lynn Gerard

Terry Greenleaf

Jim Hynson

Pastor Mauren and Rev.
Marcos Julido

Darin Larrabee

Tom Leet and family

Barbara Colfer Lord

Amanda Mason

Harold Aziz

Kari Linton Barrett
Greg Batten

David Boucher
Michael Breed

Jim Brown and family
Diane Bryant

Please Pray For:

Doug Mason and family
Rick McKenna

Holly Meserve

Jim Meserve

Ellen Minotty

Dennis O’DRISCOLL
Carla Parsons

Michael Scott Taylor
Dick Thombs

People of Lewiston and
those affected by the
shooting

People of the Middle
East

Border Concerns

People of Ukraine

People of Afghanistan

Coronavirus Victims

Victims of Violence

Victims of Natural
Disasters

Love
Continued from page 9

The greatest expression of love we know is that
of Jesus, who out of love gave his own life for us;
and the apostle John invites us to follow Jesus’
example and give our lives for our siblings (1John
3.16). This doesn’t mean dying (Jesus already did
that for everyone) but dedicating our time, talents,
and resources - our lives - to people around us.

Our motivation for love is God: we love
because God first loved us (1 John 4.19). We love
in order to remain in God because God is love
(1 John 4.16). We love by God’s grace and in the
strength of the Holy Spirit, who enables us to love
and fulfill God’s will.

The world is in need of love, genuine love. In
the past, God worked different miracles through
Jesus and his disciples to attract people to the
Kingdom of God. Perhaps the miracle we need
today is true, non-judgmental and selfless love.
And we can be God’s instruments to show that
kind of love.

We are then invited to pray for this and put our
lives at the Lord’s disposal to be instruments of
God's love in people’s lives.

To reflect: How can we show our love for
people, especially when we don’t agree

with them?

Prayer:

God of love and goodness, we thank you for all the

teachings in your Word, even the most challenging

ones. We ask you to please fill us with your love in

such a way that we can overflow with love for each

other and for the people who don’t yet follow you,

so that your love can be known through our lives.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
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We welcome your suggestions and
contributions to our newsletter.
Contact the church secretary
with your news .

Tel: (207) 582-2303

. Pastor Angela Rotherham
Pastor Mauren Juliao
. Patsy Tessier

Pat McKee
Financial Secretaryé é . Kitty Cogley
Church Administrator
& Newsletter Editoré . Vicki Record
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'HOLY WEEK
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Looking Ahead to Holy Week

T March 24 Palm Sunday

Service of Worship: 9:30 am
Cantata at Green St. UMC, 2pm

T March 29 Good Friday Service

at Randolph UMC
(details at a later date)

Easter Service, 9:30 am
---—-—--—--—-—-—--—--—-—-—-A

Please mark these dates on your March calendar so as to
experience a sacred Holy Week as the people of God:

Highland Avenue UMC
(details at a later date)

T March 31 Easter Sunday

GAMA Sunrise Service at Gardiner
Waterfront, 6:30 am

I
i
T March 28 Maundy Thursday I
i
i
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Bonus Pictures - Soup and Sharing

Although there is not enough room in the printed newsletter for these pictures, they are too good to leave
out so I am including them in the digital copy. Thanks to our photographers, Cindy Malcolm, Connie
Greenleaf and Pastor Mauren.




Highlander News February-April, 2024

Bonus Pictures - Advent & Christmas

Many thanks for your generosity in donating
gifts for the Giving Tree at Christmas.
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Bonus Pictures — Music
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Bonus Pictures - Worship Moments




