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Christmas Eve service 
of Lessons and Carols 
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Cooperative Parish 
Events 

10
Chrysalis Place          
continues to need your 
help. 

I   
: 

 November Reflection 
 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
 Do you ever find yourself taking  

simple things for granted? Last year, Dan 
and I took a one week trip to the four corners 
states (New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and  
Colorado). We hiked our way through 5 national parks, one national 
monument and visited the Four Corners Monument which is located 
within the borders of Navajo Nation. We spent the week ñoohingò 
and ñahhhingò over the beauty and diversity of nature in that area of 
the world only to return to Maine at the peak of our leaf-peeping 
season. Now, itôs not like I donôt notice the beauty in the colors of 
the leaves this time each year, but I do certainly take it for granted. I 
expect there to be fiery oranges and deep merlots; multi-colored 
leaves with a little green, a patch of yellow and peachy tips. What 
would I do if Mother Nature decided NOT to show off every            
autumn in Maine?! 

 
 Often, we find ourselves taking the people who are closest 

to us for granted as well. That simply makes us human. Maybe they 
are the people who raised us ï who we saw day in and day out for at 
least 18 years of our lives. Maybe they are our neighbors who let us 
know when our teenagers were causing mischief or watched our 
pets while we were away on vacation. Maybe we take our kids for 
granted, forgetting that they will not always want that snuggle in 
front of the tv or the backrub and story before bed. Maybe we take 
our spouses or partners for granted, trusting that they will always be 
there when we need them and that they will always forgive our bad 
habits and behaviors. Why is it so easy to focus on their flaws and 
mistakes and so easy to forget the simple, thoughtful gestures of 
love and care?  

 
 On November 5, our River Churches observed All Saints 

Sunday. We set aside intentional time to remember those who have 
left us in this life. Honoring them is an important part of the            
grieving and healing process because it gives us the opportunity to 
remember all those dear little moments. Just the week prior, we  
lamented over the tragic loss of life 

Please see R ,  pg. 9 

 

 

mailto:HAUMChurch@gmail.com
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People in the News  

 
ñOur Purposeò 

 
Our Mission is to welcome all people to  
experience God through Jesus Christ; to   
empower them as disciples with a faith that 
works in real life and send them into the world  

to serve in Jesusô name. 

 
 

 
December    1  Dianne McCollor 
         4  Ben Garwood  

  5  Tyson Shardlow   
  8  Patrick Rush 
10  Jim Hynson  
10 Paula Moore 
13  Heather Brown  
16 Myron Smith  
17 Earle McCormick 
22  Carol Sinclair  
24  Sandy Batten  

26 Bruce Hudson   

27  Arianna Elise Hatt 
 
  January                1  Tyler Evan French  

  2  Genevieve Garwood 
   3  Bea Hicks  

 7   Bob LaPlante  
13  Anna May Toman 

 15  Becky Allen Duca 

18  Damon Hicks  

20  Clara Szakas 

21  Alexandra Nickless 
22  Emily Sparrow 

 25  Alana Lufkin  

 30  Pamela Mitchel  
   

Wishing a Happy Anniversary to: 

Scott and Cheryl Ramsay - Dec. 4  
Barb and Lew Gipson - Dec. 9  

Happy Birthday to: 

Sandy Nisbet, Heather Brown and Kay Gregory 
with Sandy Hickey at the Alzheimerôs Care Center. 
More Caring Team news on page 4. 
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Committee and Group News  

 

UM Men News 

Phil Garwood 
 

There will be no UM Menôs             
breakfast in December but they will 
meet again on January 27.  Please let 
Phil know if you plan to attend. 

 
 

All are welcome! 

Worship Committee News 

The Worship Committee met on October 17, 
and the following are some notes from that              
meeting. 

 

I have been asked about music at our worship 
services and the music is chosen by the clergy or 
guest speaker and our musical director. I am sure if 
anyone would like certain music if you talked with 
Ralph he would do his best to accommodate           
anyone he speaks with. 

 

Through the generosity of Jaye Trimmôs family, 
Emily and Dan Bell, the wreaths are being donated 
and four will be hung in the sanctuary and two on 
the front doors. Thank you so much for these        
beautiful wreaths that help us celebrate the Season 
of Advent. They will be hung on Sunday 11/26.  

 

The list of worship leaders during Advent is 
included on page 5.  Pastor Angela will be with us 
for December 31. 

 

I canôt believe we are preparing for the exciting 
and beautiful season of Advent. If you are anything 
like me you are saying,  ñWhere has this year 
gone?ò. 

 

As I prepare this article for the newsletter I pray 
everyone has a beautiful and loving holiday        
season,  for many of us this can be a lonely time of 
the year so make sure you extend a smile, a             
handshake, a God Bless You, or an invitation for  
fellowship maybe in your home or invite them to 
church or a holiday event, maybe even send a 
Christmas card.  Who knowsðyou may help    
someone get through a difficult time, Whatever 
feels right to you will certainly be welcomed by 
someone that may be struggling at this time. It may 
also be someone that you wouldnôt even suspect is 
have a difficult time. It seems like in so many                
places we see the sign - Be Kind!!                             
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! 

 

God Bless all of you! 
Connie Greenleaf 
Worship Committee Chair  

     Cookie & Candy Sale 

December 10 after worship.  
 
The United Women in Faith will be            

holding a Cookie and Candy Sale on December 
10.  The proceeds will support missions and 
charitable work. All cookies and candy will be 
bagged. We are asking for donations as no         
prices will be set. If you would like to          
contribute to baking cookies and/or making  
candy, please bag in sets of 4 to 6 items per bag. 
Also, if you could label each item that would be 
helpful. Text Naomi Shardlow (441-4576)  if 
        you have questions. Thank                                   
  you in advance. 

January 27,  8:00 am 
(no meeting in December) 

      Let Phil know if you plan to attend. 
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Committee and Group News  

Caring Team News 

Sandy Batten 

 
The Caring Team continues to reach out to 

those in need in and around our church.  We have 

continued with our chicken pie missions and       
making phone calls and sending cards. 

Sandy Nisbet and others have continued                   
visiting  and entertaining at The Alzheimer's Care 

Center in Gardiner, the Woodlands in Hallowell 
and Grey Birch in Augusta.  If anyone is interested 
in joining Sandy for any of these visits please let 

him or any team member know.   

Our recent monthly missions included: 

SeptemberðUMCOR $160 donated 

OctoberðBridging the Gap 

  62 large toothpastes 
  170 lbs. soap 
 
Thank you to all who donated. 
 

     Our altar is quickly filling up with donations to 
Chrysalis Place for our November Feed-A-Family 
mission.  If you didnôt see the list of suggested 

meals, you can access it on our website (Caring 
Committee ï Highland Avenue United Methodist 
Church (highlandaveumc.net) ) or pick up a list at 

church.   

Decemberôs mission project is our Giving Tree.  
Please check out the article on page 6.   

Thank you as always for supporting our           
mission work.  If you know of anyone who could 

use a pick-me-up,  please let Sandy Batten or any 
of the team members know.   

 

         /ÒƇĴŐĦ 
    ­ĎÒŋ 

Sandy Nisbet, Cindy Malcolm and Judy Meserve 
with Vickiôs mom, Geraldine Leeman at the 
Woodlands in Hallowell. 

Soup-to-Go Fundraiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to all the soup makers and all of 
you who purchased soup on October 22! Through 
the generosity of all, the church was able to raise 
almost $450. Thanks so much!!  

                 The Stewardship and Finance Committee 

http://highlandaveumc.net/caring-committee/
http://highlandaveumc.net/caring-committee/
http://highlandaveumc.net/caring-committee/


Highlander News                                    November 2023- January 2024 

 

.     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .       

Advent Worship  

5 

Worship During Advent 
 

This Advent season, the River Churches will all be following the same Advent Worship Series. We are 
using the book, "Mary Had a Baby: An Advent Bible Study Based on African American Spirituals" to guide 

our journey.  Each week will have a different spiritual as the focus of the worship service. 

 

The First Sunday of Advent, November 26, will be our Hanging of the Greens         
Sunday, and we will light the candle of HOPE.  The sanctuary will be adorned with 
poinsettias that have been brought in memory or celebration of loved ones and we 

will decorate our Christmas Tree.  Bob Moody will be leading our service of      
worship that day. The focal spiritual will be  ñMary Had a Babyò (Worship & 
Song #3058) and the sermon ñWhatôs in a Name?ò Come and enjoy! 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent, December 3, we light the candle of 

PEACE.  Based on the  spiritual, ñChildren, Go Where I Send Theeò, 
our message will be ñPeace for our Childrenò.  Pastor Mauren will lead 
the service and share the Sacrament of Holy Communion with us.  

 

The Third Sunday of Advent , December 10, is the Sunday we light the 

candle of JOY.  It will be based on that old, familiar spiritual ñGo, Tell it on 
the Mountainò  (UMH# 251). Patsy Tessier will lead our worship and              
deliver the message  ñMessengers with a Messageò.  Randolph UMC will be 

joining us that day. 

 

And the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 17, is the Sunday of 

LOVE.  Our focus that Sunday is the spiritualð ñRise Up, Shepherd, 
and Followò TFWS# 2096.  Rev. Angela will lead our service of           
worship and will preach on ñLove of a Shepherdò.   

 

ANDé we will share the favorite carols of the season.  Some of the suggested hymns are:  

  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   Angels from the Realms of Glory  
  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear    Thereôs a Song in the Air  
  What Child is This       I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  
  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice    O Come, All Ye Faithful  
  Away in a Manger      In the Bleak Midwinter  
 
On Sunday, December 24, during our regular worship time, Randolph UMC will join us for a joint             

worship service led by Art Dostie of Cox Memorial UMC.  Please join us in worship during this very special 

Holy season.   
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Annual Giving Tree 
 

The Caring Team has        
selected The Giving Tree once 
again as December's  mission 
project. The Giving Tree will 
be done this year as it was 
done prior to the pandemic.  
The  Giving Tree will be     
available November 26 during worship.  Tags 
can be chosen during that time and wrapped gift 
items can be   returned no later than Sunday,        
December 17.  If any of you have questions 
please call or text Jaye Trimm @ 207-441-3224 
email  ajemike1@roadrunner.com.    
 
 

[Editorôs note: Thanks once again, Jaye and elves 
for all your work towards making this ministry 
work year after year.] 

More Seasonal Happenings  

Christmas Eve 
Service of Worship 

December 24 

5:00 pm 

with Rev. Angela Rotherham 

 

   Service of  

        Lessons and  

             Carols 
 

Please join us! 

Advent Bulletin Insert 

 
On Sunday, November 26, there will be a special           

Memorial Poinsettia insert in our bulletin. If you 
plan to have a poinsettia on the altar for the season 
of Advent,  you  can list a name or names that you 
would like to honor. These names can be in 
memory of or in celebration of your loved one.  

 
Please contact Vicki (582-3584 or 

vickirecord@gmail.com) by November 22 with     
the name(s) you would like listed. Indicate if it is       
in memory or in celebration of your loved one.  
Also, indicate how you would like your name listed 
in the bulletin.   

 
 

mailto:ajemike1@roadrunner.com
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Cooperative Parish News  

On September 10, the River Churches Cooperative       
Parish welcomed Bishop Peggy Johnson and her husband 
Rev. Mary Johnson to a joint worship service at         
Highland  Avenue UMC.  Rev. Angela and Pastor       
Mauren opened our service of worship with a             
Mechuwana style Call to Worship. We were treated to the          
Parish choir singing ñHe Has Made Me Gladò as well as 
an original piece by Ralph Cheney ñMourning Doveò.  

Lay speakers included Corley Byras of Cox Memorial UMC and Joanne 
Snowdeal of Dresden/Richmond UMC.  The District Superintendent, 
Rev. Arlene Tully introduced Rev. Johnson who gave  the message, 
óSeeing Jesusò.  We all shared the Sacrament of Holy  Communion           
together. Guest organist Lynne Burney played our Postlude. 

 
 

Following the worship service, a reception was held in our             
Fellowship Hall.  What a wonderful time for our six churches! 

Cooperative Parish Welcomes Bishop Peggy Johnson 
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Cooperative Parish News  

Thanksgiving Dinner Church 
 

The River Churches Cooperative 
Parish will be hosting a                  
Thanksgiving Dinner Church on 
Sunday, November 26 at 4pm at 
Randolph UMC. This will be an  
opportunity to break bread and be in 
prayerful gratitude together. Come 

enjoy a potluck meal (bring your Thanksgiving 
leftovers) and small table conversation with                   
neighbors and friends as we reflect on and give 
thanks for all God provides. 

Randolph UMC Trunk or Treat 

Do you recognize any of these spooky friends? 
On Halloween night, members of our River 
Churches joined together with Randolph UMC to 
offer a Trunk or Treat event for area children.  

 

Thanks to all who provided decorated ñtrunksò, 
candy and most especially fun characters for         
this special, FUN mission.  And many thanks to 
Cindy Malcolm for the pictures. 

Highland Avenue joined other River Churches 
on November 18 for a Christmas Fair, hosted by 
Cox Memorial UMC.  Thanks to all who helped 
and to Heather Brown for the picture. 
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Worship News  

 

 

 
 

All Saintsô Sunday 
 

All Saintsô Sunday: November 5, was 
marked with a celebration of Light. We                      
specifically remembered the Light that had been 
reflected by loved ones who had died this past 
year. Each individual named was honored with a 
lit candle. We gave thanks for their earthly lives, 
and now ï for their lives eternal.  

The following were the saints who were               
honored: 

Lois Olive Bailey 
 Church   
Nancy Ezhaya 
Leslie A. Hall, Jr. 
Courtney Keach 
Vic Main 
Stanley McCurdy 
June Perkins 

Anthony Richard  
 Russell 
Rachel Shea 
Sara Lou Swisher 
Barbara Veregge 
Geraldine (Gerry) 
 Wheeler 

in Lewiston. So many injured,  so many killed, so 
many grieving. In a few of our  churches, we took 
time to gather in prayer circles to open up our 
hearts to one another about our fears, our anxieties, 
our deep sadness. And, in both situations, we gave 
thanks. We gave thanks for  precious memories. 
We gave thanks for compassionate neighbors. We 
gave thanks for the gift of community. We gave 
thanks for Godôs constant presence and mercy and 
love through it all. 

 
 Now, as we prepare for Thanksgiving,          

Advent, and Christmas, letôs be sure to savor more 
than the good food! Letôs savor the moments with 
family we havenôt seen in a while. Savor the          
moments of generosity in both the giving and the 
receiving, whether at the Food Pantry or under the 
Christmas tree. Letôs savor the sweet gift of            
tradition as we explore the history behind some     
of our favorite Christmas carols.  

 
 My hope and prayer for us this season is 

that we all take a moment to give thanks to God for 
those people and places in our lives that we take for 
granted AND take a moment to show that love and 
gratitude to those people and to our Mother Earth 

 
 O come, let us sing to the L ; 
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
 salvation! 
Let us come into [Godôs] presence with 
 thanksgiving; 
    let us make a joyful noise to [God] with songs of 
 praise!   Psalm 95: 1-2 
 
In deepest gratitude for you, 
Rev. Angela 

 

 

¶ R  
Continued from page 1 

Randolph and Highland Avenue UMCôs joint 
choir singing during our recent Music Sunday,         
October 29.  Thanks to Ralph Cheney for                          
organizing this special day. 
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Greetings from  

Chrysalis Place Food Center! 

Bev. Fernald LaPlante 
 

As I am writing this article, we   are 
in the midst of collecting  much  
needed food donations for Chrysalis 
Place and tomorrow is the Turkey 
Donation Day for the Christmas   
Baskets. Because of  that timing I 
canôt update folks on how much food 

- we are weighing food donations now so that we will 
be able to report in a consistent manner - or  how 
many turkeys or money we have  received.  I can 
honestly and sincerely express our gratitude for the 
incredible generosity of the folks at HAUMC in the 
past and I feel that trend has continued.  I will have 
exact numbers to report after the end of the calendar 
year, but can assure everyone that the donations of 
food and money in the past,  present or future have 
and will go to the clients who come to us.   

 

The numbers of those clients are not just climbing 
but climbing rapidly as winter approaches.  In the 
first 2 weeks of November 127  households were 
served.  There were 523 adults and children who   
received food assistance because of the generosity of 
people like the congregation of HAUMC.  Please  
remember that represents only one half of the 
month!!   

 

The need amongst our friends and neighbors is 
very real.  It is equally important to remember that we 
are in the business of giving away food.  As soon as it 
comes in to our facility, we prepare it to be given to a 
household that is food insecure and then, out the door 
it goes!  Just as the need of our clients is so real, the 
need to replenish our food supplies is equally            
real.  Donations are constantly needed to keep the 
process in motion.  I sincerely and deeply express my 
thanks to all those who have supported our efforts in 
the past  and ask for your continued assistance now 
and in the future! 

 

[ Update: Chrysalis Place collected 112 turkeys as 
well as donations of money on November 18.  They 
have signed up 92 households so far and have 3 more 
sign-up sessions.  If youôd like to contribute, you can 
call Bev. at (307) 446-6163. Thanks for your help!] 

Plans for Bad Weather 

Weôre heading into that time of year when the 
weather can interfere with our winter worship.   
Since some of our worship leaders have to travel a             
distance, we have assured them that they do not have 
to do so in inclement weather. Some have said they 
would be willing to try Zoom. That would depend  
on the Wi-Fi capabilities, power outages, etc.   

 
We will try to decide early whether in-person 

worship services are possible and will post            
cancellations on Channel 6 and 8 news.  If we are 
able to have Zoom worship, Vicki will email you.  
We will use the regular Zoom link.  Our biggest  
concern is to keep everyone safe.  Hopefully it      
wonôt happen often. 

Additional News  

Chrysalis 
Place 

Church Conference Thanks 

As with everything else this year, we had some 
changes with our church conference preparation.  
Forms are being prepared and submitted digitally 
going forward, and this was the transition year.  
While, ultimately, it should make things easier in the 
future, this year had some challenges. Not everyone 
is comfortable with technology. I appreciate the 
work of all the church officers who worked through 
these challenges and  
managed to get                   
everything  submitted      
on time!  Hallelujah!  

 
So please join me in 

thanking each and every-
one involved for their 
work, both for this and 
everything else they do 
for our church!    Vicki 

CHURCH 
CONFERENCE 
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In Our Prayers  

Please Pray For:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julie Alexander 
Cheryl Anastasio 
Harold Aziz  
Kari Linton Barrett 
Doug & Sandra Bowie 
Marie Brittingham 
Diane Bryant 
Kendall Buck 
Chris Call 
Alaina Chadbourne 
Peter Chandler 
Henry Charest 
The Cheney Family 
Gretchen Clark 
Larry Colgan 
Beth Dimond Comeau 
Dwight Cooper 
Betty Crocker   
The Crocker Family 
Edward Crosby III 
Nena Cunningham 
Kimberly Curry &  
 Michael Preston 
Emmett DeMerchant 
Jaime Denbow 

 
 
Peter Dennis 
Donna DiTaranto  
Maddy Dostie 
Olivia Dulany 
Nick Dunton 
Tom Dunton 
Carol Fahnestock 
Heidi Haskell 
Les Henshaw 
Hobson Family 
Lynn Gerard 
Ryan and Brittany  
 Salley Gero 
Aubery Gilbert  
Lainey Goodwin 
Terry Greenleaf 
Becky Hanson 
Sandy & Russell Hickey 
and family 

Bea Hicks 
Becky Hicks 
Rob Hicks 
Bart Hill 
Alan Hynson 
David Hynson 
Jim Hynson 
Bob Jackson 
Shannon Jamison 
Pamala Kôs Mama Jean 
Kevin Kramer 
Emily LaBonte 

 
 
Rob Lajoie 
Sonny Leathers 
Geraldine Leeman 
Lisa 
Rick Lovely 
Jerry Lucas 
Judy Lumbert 
Betsy Mankins 
Darlene Manzo 
Mason (9 yr. old) 
Cameron McAllister 
Mari McGuire 
Rick McKenna 
Joe McVety 
Bonny  Merrill 
Jim Meserve 
Ian Michaud 
Dan Mullins 
Dennis OôDriscoll 
Carla Parsons 
Joe Phillips 
Kathy Pond 
Cora Ramsay 
The Ramsay Family 
Flo Rost 
Pam Shaw 
Sam Shaw 
Steven Smith 
Verne Smith 
David Snow 
Edyth Spackman 

Kristin Stahl 
Fern Stearns 
Carolyn Szady 
Terry Tatlock and  
 family 
Penelope Tcimpidis  
Lisa Thibeau 
Ric Thombs 
Casi Totten 
Vern Tourtelotte and  
family 

John True 
Mary Turcotte 
The Verhille/Tinkham 
families 

Kirk Webber 
Madelyn Willey 
William 
Katherine Wood 
Paula Works & her                
husband 

 
People of Lewiston and 
those affected by the 
shooting 

People of the Middle 
East 

People of Maui 
Border Concerns 
People of Ukraine 
Victims of Violence 
Victims of Natural         
Disasters 

 

Guest Worship Leaders 

We have been very fortunate to have 
some wonderful guest worship leaders this 
fall:   

 

Rev. John Cheney,  Rev. Marilyn 
Stevens, Anne Carter, Rich Hughen,  
Art Dostie, and Kathy Patrick (Bob 
Moody will join us November 26).   

 
We are very thankful for their                       

wonderful ministry.  



Highlander News                                    November 2023- January 2024 

 

.     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     .     12 

Highland Avenue United Methodist Church 
35 Highland Avenue 
Gardiner, ME 04345 

 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
 

HIGHLANDER NEWS 
 

We welcome your suggestions and 
contributions to our newsletter.  Contact 
the church secretary with your news. 

Tel: (207) 582-2303 
 
 
 

Pastorséééééééé.Rev. Angela Rotherham 
       Pastor Mauren Juli«o  
Lay Leader...éééé. Patsy Tessier 
Music Ministerééééé.Ralph Cheney 
Treasurerééééééé Pat McKee 
Financial Secretaryéé.. Kitty Cogley 
Church Administrator 
     & Newsletter Editoré. Vicki Record 
 

Worship  9:30 AM 
All are welcome !! 

 

 

Lessons and Carols 
with Rev. Angela Rotherham 

 

Please join us! 

December 24 

   5:00 pm 
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Bonus Pictures  

Although there is not enough room in the printed newsletter for these pictures, they are too good to leave 
out so I am including them in the digital copy.  Thanks to our photographers, Pat McKee and Cindy Malcolm. 

 

Christmas Fair 

Cox Memorial UMC 

November 18, 2023 


